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RICHARD GLOVER, History as Inspiration’

Positive change, it sometimes seems, is almost impossible to achieve. The
individual feels powerless when it comes to doing something about climate
change, inequality, Indigenous rights and a million other failings. Yet history
- both family history and Australia’s wider story — reminds us of how sharply
things can change. In this talk, Richard will describe the strange, almost
unrecognisable, Australia of the 1960s and 1970s, and also celebrate the
National Library's Trove website, and how it has given us all the ability to take
an express trip into the past..sometimes with the help of our families.

Richard Glover's most recent book is Best Wishes, a
book about making the world a better, less annoying
place, one wish at a time. He is also author of The Land
Before Avocado — a journey into the bizarre Australia
of the late 60s and early 70s — and the family memoir
Flesh Wounds, which won the Readers’ Choice Award
as Biography of the Year in the 2016 Australian Book
Industry Awards. Richard’s weekly humour column has
been published in the Sydney Morning Herald and The
Age for over thirty years. He writes regularly for The
Washington Post and also presents Thank God It's
Friday on ABC local radio.

The AHA Public Fund provides for crucial development and publishing
opportunities for emerging historians. Launched in 2022, the Public Fund has
already made a difference to the lives of recipients. The inaugural prize winners
have reported the dismantling of financial barriers to participation’ in
conferences, ‘valuable’ mentoring from leaders in the profession, and a
significant increase to their own ‘self-esteem’ as historians. To ensure the
viability of these initiatives, please consider making a donation to the Public
Fund at this event. All gifts to the Public Fund above $2 are tax-deductable.
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