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As well as working with the President on various issues, my portfolio as Vice President includes Research, so I will report briefly on that. 
In 2012-13, the Executive Committee has discussed a range of research matters, including ARC schemes and Federal funding (such as the allocation in this year’s Budget to continue the Future Fellowship scheme for one more round), and the recently announced Strategic Research Priorities that have replaced the National Research Priorities.
1. In December 2012 I reported to the Executive Committee on the success of historians in ARC funding in 2012 compared to earlier years, viz:

ARC Grants awarded 2012

Laureate Fellowships  1 in Historical Studies out of 17 total approved  or  5.9% of those approved

Future Fellowships      4 in Historical Studies out of 209 total approved     1.9%

   Earlier years

             2011               5                                            203                             2.5%

             2010               7                                            200                             3.5%
             2009               2                                            200                               1%

DECRAs                      5 in Historical Studies out of 200 total approved      2.5%

    Comparison

             2011                9                                           277                              3.2%

Discovery Projects     22 in Historical Studies out of 732 total approved        3%

    Comparison

             2011              22                                            778                              2.8%

             2010              27                                            931                              2.9%

Discovery Indigenous Projects   None in Historical Studies

Linkage Projects

   Funding commencing July 2012 4 in Historical Studies out of 185 total approved  2.2%

                                      Jan. 2012 2                                            151                         1.3%

                                      July 2011 3                                             219                         1.4%

                                      Jan. 2011 3                                            186                          1.6%

                                      July 2010 4                                             218                         1.8%

                                      Jan. 2010 1                                             211                         0.5% 

2. Open Access Publishing
We spent quite a bit of time discussing the developments in Open Access Publishing. A subcommittee consisting of History Australia Co-editor Frank Bongiorno, Executive Secretary Leigh Boucher and me researched developments here and overseas. You can see our report on the AHA website at 

http://www.theaha.org.au/
under the Latest News sidebar on the right, with the title ‘Open Access: The new academic publishing landscape’.

Key points include:

Since 1 January 2013 the ARC requires that any publications arising from an ARC supported research project must be deposited into an open access institutional repository within a twelve (12) month period from the date of publication. This new policy will not be applied retrospectively to pre-existing funding rules and agreements.  

Full details can be found on the ARC website (http://arc.gov.au/applicants/open_access.htm).  In essence this policy attempts to balance the demands of copyright protection (through the allowance of a 12 month open access embargo) with demands of distribution.  

The ARC will expect journal outputs to be lodged in at least their ‘accepted’ pre-print form on some form of open access database (probably maintained by individual universities) within twelve months.  At a minimum, the meta-data of the output must be registered and an explanation offered of why the full-text is unavailable. This will usually be the result of an agreement with the publisher prohibiting the posting online of such material.

· The ARC policy is a ‘Green’ Open Access Scheme: Research outputs can still be protected by a subscription paywall, but once copyright restrictions have elapsed, authors lodge the article in a searchable repository.

· ‘Gold’ Open Access Schemes (the UK model): All journal outputs are freely available online from the moment of their publication.  This means that these outputs can no longer be pay-wall protected.  This system will essentially shift the burden of cost from the reader to the author; journals will fund publication through an ‘article-processing-charge’ (APC). This means that an author-pays system would replace the reader-pays system of journal subscriptions. The UK Government is moving forward with its scheme but has delayed implementation due to objections.
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